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REPORT of the Committee appointed 4 
by the Juſtices of Peace, for the SHIRE 
of PERTH, at their meeting 29th of 
September 1772. for forming a Plan, 
| for detecting and proſecuting Petty Thefts, 
Dc. and other Crimes. 


H E Committee are of opinion, that a great part of 
1 thoſe petty Thefts, the Frequency of which has 
drawn the attention of the County, do take their Riſe, 
from the Number of TINKERS and other Looſe and 
Diſorderly Perſons, not having any viſible means of 
Livelyhood; who are ſuffered to ſtroll through the Coun- 
ty, contrary to the Laws made for preventing ſuch per- 
nicious practices; and until this abuſe which they con- 
ſider as the root of the evil) can be corrected, by reſtrain- 
ing all Perſons from a vagrant way of life, they appre- 
hend that all other Regulations, will be ineffectual, or at 
| beſt will prove but Temporary and partial remedies. But 
it is not conſiſtent with the principles of Juſtice and Hu- 
manity, to entorce the penal laws againſt wandering and 
© Begging, ualels a ſufficient proviſion be ſecured to the 
7 gar within the pariſhes reſpectively to which they be- 
7 Ong. 5 a ee 3 | | | 
Ihe Committee are likewiſe of opinion, that the ſup- 
preſſing a number of the petty Ale-houſes through the 
County. would cutt off a very copious ſource of the diſor- 
ders complained of, as theſe houſes are hurtful, both by 
_ corrupting the morals of the lower claſs of people, and 
by affording harbour to Vagrants. And that proper Re 
gulations on theſe heads ſupported by a ſum of Money, 
to be raiſed by Subſcription, would be the moſt effec- 
tual means for carrying into execution the purpole for 
which the Committee was appointed. | | 
They therefore after examining the Laws in being, | 
with reſpect to Vagrants, and the former acts of the — 3 
Quarter Seſſions of this County, together with the late =, 


Aſſociations of ſome other Countys for ſuppreſling this 
| | 5 Growing 
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© Regulation Iſl, 


Care in prant- 
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Reg, 2d. 
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informations en- 
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Reg 3d, 

Act of the 
Quarter - Seſſion 
21ſt, September 
1756, for maing- 
tenance of the 


Poor aad ſup- 


preſſion of Va- 
rants to be En- 
orced. | 


Growing Fvil have framed the following reſolu tions 

which are ſubmitted: to the Quarter Seſſions. 
hat at the next Term for granting Licences to publick 
Houſes, all Perſons applying for the ſame whether they 
have formerly had licences or not, do bring with them 
full and ample teſtimonials of their good Character from. 

the Proprietors of the ground in which they live, or from 
ſome neighbouring Tuſtice of the Peace; And that it be 
recommended to the Juſtices of the Peace, who may here- 

after be entruſted with the care of: that buſineſs: to be 
cautious in the exerciſe thereof, and to attend to all com- 
plaints that may be brought againſt thofe who already 
have licences and to grant no new ones, without full 


certificates of the good character of the perſons dpplying 
for the ſame and that the Clerk of the place be directed 
to cauſe proper intimation be given of, this reſolu- 


tion. 3 we, N 

That it be recommended to all Juſtices of tlie Peace, 
Heritors and others, to lodge witk the Clerk of the Peace, 
informations againſt all Perſons whom they ſhall obſerve 


make an improper uſe of their licences,. pai ticularly: by 
harbouring Vagrants and other diſorderly perſons; and 


Hkewiſe againſt thoſe who preſume to vend any liquors 
without licences in order that licences may. be withheld. 
from the firſt, and that the others may be puniſhed ac- 
cording to law. And that inſtructions to the ſame pur- 
e be given to the Conſtables and to the Officers of Ex- 
A | . | 
That the Act of the Juſtices of Peace of the Shire of 
Perth for the proper maintenance of the poor and for the 
ſuppreſſion ot Vagrants and ſturdy beggars made on the 
twenty firſt day of September, One T houſand Seven Hun- 
dred and Fifty Six be revived and put into execution when 
altered as follows, vx. 8 | 
iſt, That from and after the day of 
all ftranger poor who belong to other Shires, and all 
Vagrants, ſturdy beggars and idle perſons, ſhould be 
baniſhed from the ſhire. ; = | 
2, That the truly Indigent and neceſſitous poor, ſhould 
| be 


be maintained according a law, in the Royal Burgls 
or pariſhes in which. they have been born, or where they 
_ had their chief . {6 6 and reſort. for the. laſt three 
years. 
| . That in fach pariſhes where the intereſt of the poors 
fiock, and the collections and other cauſualties, are not ſuffi- 
cient for the fu pport of their whole poor, the Heritors and 
the Miniſter and Elders, ſhould meet half-yearly, and ſtent 
themſelves in ſuch further ſums of money or meal as may be 
_ neceſſary for the enſuing half-year, one half upon the Heri- 
2 and. the other half upon the inhabitants 3 in terms. of 
vy 
77 That after che A day of 
all Beggars whatſoever, that ſhall be 5 ſhalt bs 
held to be Vagrants, and be carried before the neareſt Ju 
tice of the Peace, or the Sheriff or his ſubſtitutes, and by their 
warrants brought to the neareſt County Goal and there fed 
on a ſmall allowance of meal and water, and otherwiſe. pu- 
niſhed according to law; and thereafter be ſent back to their 
xeſpective pariſhes or baniſhed the Shire and conducted to the 
limits thereof. | 
5. That it be nnn to the n to impoſe 
upon the County ſuch ſum, in name of Rogue-money, as 
ſhall be ſufficient for apprehending maintaining and proſe- 
cuting all Vagrants and other idle beggars, and for all the 
Contingent Expences of this ſcheme, and.to inſtruct. their Col- 
lector.to pay the ſame. | | 
6. That one or more Conſtables ſhall be appointed i in every 
pariſh for apprehending and committing all ſuch Vagrants, 
according to the iuſtructions to be given them, and that ſuch 
Conſtables ſhall be allowed out of the Rogue- money of the 
Shire, as a premium Two Shillings and ſix-pence for the firſt 
frve miles, and three-pence for each mile further they ſhall 
carry the priſoners, beſides the expence of aſſiſtants, when 
found neceſſary. 
The Juſtices recom mend. ta the Sher iff-Depure, to ſee. the 
laws relating to the poor and Vagrants ſtrictly put in executi- 
on in Royal Burghs as well as other pariſhes, and that he 


N by letters to the Burghs and the ſevaral pariſhes "hem 
em 


them of the above reſolutions, and ſend to them copies of the 


rules hereto ſubjoined for their direction, for carrying the 


fame into execution; of which Rules the Tenor follows, 
viz. 


Rules to be obſerved by che Heritors, Miniſter, and 


Elders, at their parochial Meetings, for the maintenance 


of the poor. 


ft, That previous Notifications be made at the kirk of each 
Pariſh from the Reader's Deſk to the Heritors, Miniſter, and 


Elders of the pariſh to meet together at the pariſh-kirk upon a 


day certain, in order to make up liſts of their poor and to 


provide for their maintenance as the law direts; And this 


notification ought to be made on the 


ately preceeding the day of meeting. ; 
2. At the ſaid parochial meeting, any number of Heritors, 


two Sundays immedi- 


Miniſter and Elders preſent may and ought to proceed to bu- 


' fineſs; and for orders ſake ſhould firft elect a Preſes and Clerk 
to the meeting. | — 


3. That the {aid mecting ſhall make up a Liſt or Roll of all 


the poor, young and old which have either been born in the 


Pariſh or have had their chief Reſidence and reſort therein for 


the laſt three years. 5 


4. That the meeting ſhall Compute and eſtimate what ſum 
may be neceſſary for the maintainance of each poor perſon, 


whoſe name ſhall be entered upon faid liſt, according to their 
different neceſſities, until the — 2 | 


and ſhall then caſt up or ſum up the Quota, which ſhall be 


found neceſſary, for the maintainance of the whole. 

F. That the meeting ſhall call upon the Miniſter and Elders 

of the Pariſh, to lay before them, a ſtate of the funds mortified 

to the poor of the Pariſh, and of all the lums belonging to the 
r; and that the yearly Intereſt or Income of ſuch funds be, 

in the firſt place appointed for fanſwering the Quota or ſum 


found neceſfary for the maintainance of the poor of the Pa- 


riſh, as above 


= 6. That 
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5. That the half of the od Collections, ſhall from 
time to time, be paid into the Collector to be named by 
the meeting, and that the ſame be applied for the main- 
tainance of the ſtated or lifted poor of the pariſh: and 
that the other half of the ſaid collections ſhall be left in 
the hands of the Kirk-ſeſfion; as a Fund for anſwering 
ſuch occaſional charities as may occur within the pariſh ; 
and in order that ſuch voluntary contributions may go 
'as far as poſſible in maintaining the poor on an equal 
footing, the Meeting, ſhall order application to be made 
to all Heritors who do not reſide within the Pariſh and to 

all Pariſhioners who have no opportunity of contributing 
at the Kirk doors, to contribute towards the maintain- 

ance of the Poor; and the contributions ſo given, ſhall 
be diſpoſed of in the ſame manner, as thoſe gathered at 

the Kirk-doors. _ e 
7. That if thefe two Funds ſhall not be ſufficient, for 
anſwering the' Quota aſcertained, for maintainance of 
the poor, then the Meeting ſhall proceed to caſt the one 
Half of the ſum deficient upon the Heritors of the parith, 
according to the valuations of their reſpective lands wi- 
thin the pariſh, and the other half upon the Houſe-hol- 
ders within the pariſh, according to their circumſtances 
and ſubſtance. without partiality. | | fs 
3. That the Meeting appoint an Overſeer or Collector, 

to receive the ſaid maintainance for the poor, from the 
Kirk-ſelfion, Heritors and Houlſe-holders, liable therein 
and that Weekly, Monthly, or Quarterly, as the meet- 
ing ſhall appoint, and alſo to diſtribute the ſaid maintain- 
ance to the poor, according to the proportions that ſhall 
be appointed to them by the Meeting ; and the ſaid meet- 
ing may likewiſe- (if they find it neceſſary) appoint an 
Officer to ſerve under the Overſeer, for inbringing of the 
maintainance, and for expelling ftranger poor, from the 
pariſh, and the fee of this Officer together with the ex- 
pence ot ſending Vagrants' to Goal, and maintaining 
them there, and of tranſporting them to their own pariſhes . 
or to the verge of the County, ſhall be ſtented on the pariſh 
as the maintainanee of the poor 1s ſtented, 5 
| | 9. That 


[TY 


9. That all Miniſters-and- Heritors, or any of them, 


hall give timeous notice to the Juſtices at their Quarter- 


Seſſions, and to the Sheriff Depure, or his ſubſtitutes, if 


the parochial meetings, or the Heritors or Houſeholders 
have failed ie per form their duty; that ſo the Juſtices of 
the Peace: or the Sheriff may without delay, proceed to 
execute the law againſt all ſuch as ſhall. fail in this im- 
portant and Chriſtian work, viz. by fming the Heritors 
Miniſter, and Elders, who ſhall fail to meer and provide 


for the poor as aforefaid, in the ſum of Two hundretl 
pounds Scots, one third to the informer and the remain- 


ing two thirds to the poor of the parith : and that month- 
ly, toties quoties as they ſhall fail in their duty: and by 
fining the particular perſons who ſhall fail to make pay- 
ment of the fums or quota's aſſeſſed upon them, in the 
double of ſuch quota's. . 

10. In order to leſſen the expence of maintaining the 
poor, the ſaid meeting are authorized and required to 
put fuch of the poor of the pariſh as are able, to work 


according to their capacities either within the pariſh, or 
in any adjacent manufactory-as they ſhall think expe- 


dien t, 5 


the poor and providing for their maintainance, ſhall in 


all ſubſequent years be held upon the - of 
and 3 of which no- 


tifica tion ſhall always be given from the Reader's deſk 
as aforeſaid, and upon theſe days conſult and determine 
upon the aforeſaid matters relating to the maintainance 
of the poor for every enſuing half year, and ſhall make 
ſuch alterations upon the liſts of the poor, and Aſſeſſments 
tor. their maintainance, as the change of circumſtances 


may require. 


* 


Relative to the fifth and ſixth: articles of the foreſaid | 


act, by which the expences of the ſcheme laid down in 
that act are appointed to be paid-out of the Rogue-money, 
the Committee beg leave to remark that they are doubt- 


ful how far ſuch an application of the Rogue money is 


warranted by law, they being by a mature n 
| _ 


Wk (2:89 | 
of the Acer II. Geo. I. C, 26. by which that Fund is creat- 


ed, led to apprehend, that-Vagrancy is not. one of the crunes 
for the Proſecution of which the Legiſlature intended it ſhould 
be applied, and to which it is ſtrictly appropnated, and this 
opinion with regard to the application of the Rogue- money 
the Committee are informed was adopted lately by the Quarter- 


Seſſions, when they had under conſideration the agreement 


made with the Hoſpital of Perth, and theſe articles are the leſs 
neceſſary, that proviſion is made i in the eight del for theſe 


expences according to law. 
That whereas the authority of all laws depends in a great 


meaſure on their being ſtrictly and vigorouſly put in execution, 


| Reg 4th, 

# Conſtables to 

e Named and 
uſtructed ia their 


duty. 


which cannot be done without appointing a fufficient number 
of Inferior officers properly qualified; and whereas the Com- 
mittee have reaſon to think, that in ſeveral parts of this County 
there has been a want of attention in returning to the Quar- 
ter Seſſions proper perſons to ſerve as Conſtables 3 in each Pa- 
Tiſh ; without which the above reſolutions can never be attend- 
ed with any conſiderable effects: Therefore the Juſtices of Peace 
and Commiſſioners of ſupply in their diſtrict meeting, on the 
ſecond-Tueſday and Thurſday of May next be directed by the 


uarter Seſſions to enquire whether there be a proper number 


| of Conſtables appointed in each Pariſh within their diſtrict 


and where there are not two at leaſt in each Pariſh, or where 


the pariſh ſhall appear to them to require more than are al- 


ready appointed, or where they ſhall judge it neceſſary or 
reaſonable, that other perſons ſhould be en in place of 
thoſe who at preſent exerciſe this office: in all theſe caſes the 

Diſtrict meetings ſhall enquire out, and return to the Juſtices 


ol Peace in the Quarter Seſſions to be held on the 


day of the names of ſuch Subſtantial and Re- 
putable perſons as they ſhall judge to be the propereſt far 


executing that office in each pariſh ; which perſons they ſhall 


ſummon, to attend at the ſaid Quarter Seſſions, in order that 
if they be approved of there, the oath required may be im- 
mediatly adminiſtered to them; and that they may imme 
diatly enter upon their office. That if any perſon ſhall ne- 
glect to ny ſuch A he n be puniſhedl according 


10 


to law And that when at Conſtables are fo appointed they 
ſhall be informed, that all neglect of their duty will be ſtrict- 
ly enquired into, and ſeverely puniſhed, and that they may 
be furniſhed with a printed copy of the Inſtructions to Con- 
ſtables, of which the Clerk ſhall be directed to get a ſuſticient 
number of copies printed, 

And here the Committee beg leave to obſerve, that on per- 
uſing the inſtructions given to Conſtables, there oceurred to 
them ſome remarks which they hope it will not be thought 
foreign to the purpoſe of their appointment if they ſtate here. 
The obſervations which occurred to them are, 

1. That in the fourth article where Conſtables are Inſtruc- 


ted to apprehend all perſons guilty of attroctous crimes and 


to carry them before the next Juſtice of peace, there ought to 
be a clauſe added, Inſtructting them in ſuch caſes to bring 
along with them ſuch perſons as have acceſs to know the parti- 
culars of the fact, that the Juſttce of peace may be ena- 
bled to proceed as the circumſtances of the | caſe may ro- 
uire. 
I That part of the ſeventh article by which Conſtables are 
Inſtructed, that when a perſon who has made a fray flies to a 
bouſe the doors of which are ſhut againſt the Conſtables ** he 
** may make patent doors. does not appear to the com 


mittee to be fully warranted by law, and they do therfore 


humbly ſubmit it to tho Quarter Seſſions as their opinion that 
in place of the words above cited the following words ſhall 
be inſerted in the Inſtructions He ſhall require the maſter 
of the houſe to open his doors, and if he refuſe, the Con- 


<< ſtable ſhall take witneſs thereupon and report the ſame 


to the Juſtices of the peace. 


That to the tenth article be added the words Fa”, of al | 


"ON houſes where ale or ſpirits are fold without Licen- 


: ces.” 


That the three following articles be added to the Inftruc- 
tions and inſerted therein betwixt the Eleventh and Twelfth 
articles (1) they ſhall enquire after and inform againſt all 


perſons who break Bridges, ſpoil or willfully break in upon, 


or hurt high ways, make muirburns, or are poachers of game 
and 


* 


- | 0 - 
and carry the offenders before the next Juſtice of Peace 


to be puniſhed according to law. (2) They ſhall enquire 


after and inform againſt all perſons who cut, ſteal, or 


deſtroy Trees, or young planting, or who break down 


: hedges, dutches, or other fences, alſo againſt all ſtealers 


Reg 5th, 
A Sub(ciipti- 
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t for carrying 
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us as cannot 
charged on 
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of Fiſh, wood, fruit, graſs, peaſe, potatoes, cabbage, 


Kail, or turnip from ponds, Gardens, or fields, and they 
ſhall give ſuch informations either to the Juſtices of the 

peace, or io the private party agrieved by ſuch practices. 
(3) When they are required by any Officer of the Reve- 
nue, to go along, and be preſent at the doing any act to- 
which the preſence of a Conſtable is neceſſary, they ſhall 
immediately give obedience thereto, they being in caſe 
of refuſal, ſubjected to a penalty by Act of Parlia- 


That whereas many crimes which do immediately af- 
fect private perſons but which in their conſequences are 
cxtremely hurtful to Society in general, do frequently 
eſcape puniſhment from. the unwillingneſs of ſuch pri- 
vate ſufſerers to incur the trouble and expence of proſe- 
cuting the-ſame; and as ſuch impunity is often a temp- 
tation to ill diſpoſed perſons to proceed to greater and 
more audacious crimes:; It appears to the Committee 
that theſe bad effects might in many caſes be prevented 
if a method could be fallen upon by which ſuch proſe- 
cutions might be carried on with little trouble and leſs 
ex pence to the party injured, by which all ranks of peo. 
plegnight be intereſted in bringing offenders to juſtice, 
and a Fund might be raiſed for entorcing the Laws in 


being againſt Vagrants, and for proſecuting all offences 
which are not of ſuch a nature that the Rogue-money 
can be applied towards the detecting and proſecuting of 
them. For anſwering theſe purpoſcs, the Committee are 
of opinion that the moſt effectual means will be to 


ſet on foot a ſubſcription under the following Regula- 


> 


tie 


if, That the ſubſcription ſhall be any ſum not un- : 
der ſixpence, nor abcve five Shillings ſterling. _ 1 
88 2, That. 


3 : - 7 
5 
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2. That every Subſcriber 8 is injured in his perſon 
or effects, by ſtreet or High- way robbery, Houſe- bieak- 
ing. Theft, or ſuch like crimes; ſhall be entitled to have 
the oftenders proſecuted, and their goods recovered, at 
the expence of the Fund, the perſon injured giving the 


carlieſt intelligence of the crime committed and of the 


5 


_ effects loſt to the agęnt of the Society. 


3. That every Subſcriber whoſe Neighbourhood is in- : 
felted by Vagrants or ſturdy Beggars, or diſorderly hout- 


es, ſhall be intitled to have the offenders proſecuted aud 


removed upon application to the Agent of the Society. 

4. That copies of the rules for the Society and ſubſcrip- 
tion papers {hall be ſent to the Conveeners of the diſtricts 
into which the County is divided for the management of 
High Roads to be by them diſtributed to the Miniſters of 
all the pariſhes and to all other perſons withinthe diflrict 
whom they ſhall think proper; alſo to the Chief Ma- 


giſtrates of Perth and Culroſs, for the purpoſe of receiv- 


ing ſubſcriptions and that the money fubſcribed by cachi 
perſon ſhall be paid at the time of ſubſcribing an their 
name marked together with the ſum paid, either by the 
ſubſcriber or by the perſon who has the care of the ſub- 
{cription paper, and that the money ſo collected be re- 


turned, together with the ſubſcription paper, to the Con- 


vcener of the diſtrict ro be by him tranfmitted to the A- 
gent of the Society. N . | 

5. That the Agent of the Society ſhall upon receiving 
the money, be obliged with all convenient ſpeed, to logge 
the ſame in tome Bank or Banking houſe of eſtabliſhed 
Credit at the beſt intereſt that can be got for it. 

6. That the Subſcribers ſhall have the benefit of the 
Fund tor one year only unleſs they renew their ſubſcrip- 
tions for the next, the year being always underſtood to 


run from the firſt day of September to the laſt of Auguſt, 


at whatever time the ſupſcription may be adhibited, 
7, That the ſubſcription papers ſhall be diſtributed as 


aforefaid on or before the firſt day of july each year to 


remain fer ſubſcription till the lait Monday. of Auguft 
| AW ' there-. 


_ 
| beret and no longer; and OL to be returned along 
with the ſubſcription money as aforeſaid. | 
8 That the Subſcribers in each pariſh ſhall meet upon the 
laſt Monday of Auguſt yearly, either at the pariſh Kirk or at 
ſome other convenient place to be appointed by the Miniſter or 
failing him by the-refiding Heritors where they ſhall chooſe 
two of their number who {hall be be members of a Committee 
for chooſing the ſub-Commuttee or managers of the Society as 
aftermentioned and that notice of this meeting {hall be given 
_ atleaſt eight days previous thereto from the Reading deſk on 
a Sunday, 
9 That the Members who are choſen by the ſeveral pariſh- 
es, together with the Provoſt Dean cf Guild and eldeſt Baillie 


ok Perth, and the chief Magiſtrate of Culroſs, of whom fifteen 


thall be a Quorum, ſhall meet upon the firſt Friday of Sep- 
tember yearly, in the Town-houle of Perth by Twelve o'clock 
Mid- day, and elect any four of the Members of the Committee, 
who together with the Sheriff Depute or his ſubſtitute and the 
Agent {hall be the Managers of the buſineis of the Society, and 
ſhall continue the management for one year only unleſs re- 
elected. | FEY 

10. That the Sheriff 8 or hs ſubſtitute when i 
mall alwaye be Preſes of the ſub-Committe, and in his abſence. 
the Agent of the Society, and in abſence of both, the reſt of 

the Members preſent, ſhall chooſe their own Preſes; and the 
Preſes {hall have power to draw on the general Fund for de- 
fraying expences and to do every thing elſe for the benefit of 
the Society as occaſion may require. 

11, That any three of the ſub-Committee ſhall, be a Quorum 
except in paſling the Agents accounts, when that number CX= 
cluſive of himſelf ſhall be requiſite, 

12 That the perſons who ſhall act as Preſidents of the ſub- 
Committee ſhall keep accounts of the method in which they 
have deburſed the ſums for which they have reſpectively drawn 
on the general Fund; which accounts thall be ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the ſub-Commuttee of the ſucceeding year 
at the firſt meeting WINGS: Thall. be held after they are cho- 
ſen. 


13. That the Agent, and in his abſence the Preſes of the fabs 
Commutte 
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Committee; ; ſhall have power to uſe proper means for appre- 
hending ſecuring and proſecuting offenders, and to take ſuch 
meaſures, as ſhall be judged moſt effectual for the prevention 


and diſcovery of crimes and Criminals, and for the preſervation 


of good order and police, ſo far as may promote the intereſt 
of the ſubſcribers to this inſtitution. And the Sheriff Depute 
or his ſubſtitute or in his abſence the Agent of the ſociety or 
in abſence of both any other member who has laſt acted as 


Preſes ſhall have power to call meetings of the ſub-C om- 


mittee or any two of the other Committee fi gnified in wri- 
tin 

5 That the Agent for the ſociety, ſhall make out the 
Minutes, and ſederunts of both Committees; ſhall receive the 
money ſubſcribed and ſubſeription papers, and caufe them to 
be wrote into one general Book every year; ſumming up the 
money and marking the number of ſubſcribers, on or before 
the ſecond day of October each year and ſhall yearly have a 
competent allowance from the Fund for trouble, Books, Paper, 
&c. at the modiſication of the ſub- Committee or Quorum of 
them excluſive of himſelf. 

15. That the Agent of the fociety ſhall report to the ſub- 
Committee, if any perſons have given informations to him 


which he has reaſon to think were groundleſs or malicious, and 
the ſaid ſub-Committee ſhall have power, if they think fit, to 


order the proſecution to be ſtopped. 

16. That the Agent of the ſociety ſhall be appointed by the 
general meeting of the Juſtices of the peace and Commiſſioners 
of ſupply to be held at Michaelmas next and in caſe of a va- 
cancy in the office of Agent the ſub-committee ſhall appoint a 


proper perſon to act as agent till tlie general meeting of the 


Juſtices of the peace and Commiſſioners of ſupply then next 
enſuing whether it be held at Michaelmas or on the laſt day 


of April, and the {aid general meeting ſhall chooſe an Agent 


to ſupply the vacancy; the intended election being always 

intimated in the News papers ten days before the general 
meeting by the Sheriff of the County. 
2%; That the managers of the ſucceeding year ſhall have 
power to diſpoſe of the ſurplus Funds of the preceeding 
year, and in Caſe of the diſſolution of the ſociety the Quar- 
ter 


Concluſion, 


Quarter Seſſions ſhall have 
maining funds of the Society. 
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power to diſpoſe of the re- 


18. That the general expences of the Fund, ſhall be 


reported annually to the General Meeting of the Juſtices 


of Peace and Commiſſioners of ſupply, which is held on 
the laſt day of April. 3 

The Committee cannot conclude this Report without 
obſerving, that upon peruſal of the ſeveral ſtatutes 
relative to the ſubjects which were referred to their 


conſideration, it appeared that there are Laws in being, 
ſufficient for the pur poſes of puniſhing all crimes what- 


ſoever, ſuppreſſing vagrancy, and providing for the 
poor; and that the frequency of offences fo obvious, and 


ſo juſtly complained of, ariſes principally from the ne- 


glect of enforcing thoſe laws, and they beg leave to ſub- 


mit it as their opinion, that no orders whatever of the —_ 
Quarter Seſſions, formed upon the plan herein propoſed 
or any other, can take effect unleſs there be a hearty 
concurrence of the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Heritors 
of the County, in a vigorous reſolution to carry the ſame, 


ſteadily, uniformly, and effectually into execution. And 
thar the publiſhing acts of the Juſtices of the Peace, 


which are ſoon laid aſide and fall into diſſuetude tends 
to bring contempt upon their authority and to leſſen the 


reſpect of the people tor the laws of their country. 


Follows the Memorial for the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling. 1 


= Defect in the Police of this and of moſt other Coun- 


ties of Scotland with reſpect to the poor is univer- 


ſally acknowledged. To this defect is to be aſeribed the 
toleration of a practiſe attended with many unhappy 


conſequences to the poor themfelves as well as to the 


Public, that of allowing them to range thro' the country 


in queſt of ſubſiſtence for themſelves by begging from 


door to door. _— | 
The miſchiefs reſulting from this practice are ſo many 


and have of late in this County ariſen to ſuch an alarm- 


2 ing : 


ing ks to claim the ſerious attention and moſt ac- 
tive endeavours of perſons in public ſtations of authority 


to provide a remedy. | | 

From being allowed in this manner to prey upon the 
Public, the lazy and indolent among the poorer do ac- 
quire an unconquerable averſion to induſtry, become in- 


veterate in habiis of wandering and idleneſs, and bring 


up families of children to diſfipation and vice, who be- 
come the ><cft and nuiſance of Society. * 

Lying impoſtors, are encouraged to travel to parts of 
the Country where their perſons and circumſtances are 
unknown, and by fictitious tales and forged atteſtations 
of diſtreſs, excite compaſſion and draw thoſe ſupplies - 
which are due to the really indigent alone. Vagrants 
and ſturdy beggars ſtroll about, commit numbexlets pet- 
ty thefts and too often crimes of a more daring and at- 
trocious nature: from the well known inſolence of theſe *: 


profligate wretches and often from fears of farther miſ- 
chief, from their revengetul diſpoſition people in coun- 


try places are obliged to comply with their rapacious 


demands. 


1he ſwarms of common beggars who every day ſur- 
round their doors clamourous for alms, is a grievance: 


which people of all ſtations ſeverely feel and loudly com- 


Plain of. The ſupplies given to ſuch tho' voluntary and 
dictated by the feelings of humanity, yet amount to a 


tax found heavy and oppreſſive by people in the mid- 


dle and inferior ranks of lite, eſpecially by the Farmers 
and ordinary Tennantsof this County, among the great- 


eſt parts of whom it is a maxim, however ablurd, to let 
no beggar depart from their door without receiving 


alms, a handful of meal (their common bounty) tis 
true is of no great value, but when given every day to 
numbers, it amounts to no ſmall quantity in the year, 


to a quantity indeed, much greater than they themſelves 


are ſenſible of, tho' this indiſcriminate charity operates 
as one and not the leaſt inconſiderable cauſe of the declin- 
ing circumſtances of many among them, 

| | | One 
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One thing is abundantly obvious that by giving alms 
to ſuch numbers of vagrant poor, people in general be- 
come unwilling and indeed unable to contribute with that li- 
berality which is neceſſary for the ſupport of the indigent, Wi- 
thin their reſpective pariſhes. If relieved from ſtranger beg- 
gars it is imagined that moſt pariſhes, at leaſt in the interior 

parts of the (ounty, would find it eaſy by means of voluntary 
contributions to provide a ſufficient maintenance for the indi- 


gent belonging to, or reſiding in them. 


From regard to the intereſt of the public in general from com- 
paſſion for the unhappy fituation of multitudes of really 
neceſſitous but neglected poor, as well as from abundant per- 


ſonal experience of the oppreſſion of Beggars, the Clergy of the 


Synod of Perth and Stirling have long and anxiouſly ſought 
after a remedy for this evil. Their own unaſſiſted efforts they 
were ſenfible were unequal to the taſk, more extenſive Funds 
than they can command in order to make proviſion for the 
indigent more coercive meaſures than they have powers to ex- 


erciſe, in order to reſtrain idle vagrants are neceſſary to give 


ſucceſs to any ſcheme. deviſed for theſe purpoſes. Convinced 
that the Gentlemen of the County, and they alone can effec- 
tually ſupply theſe defects, they reſolved to lay this matter be- 


fore them, and reſpectfully entreat their attention to the ſub- 


Ject. | | | 
At their meeting in April laſt, the Synod were happy to be 


informed that ſome Gentlemen of rank and influence in the 


ble of the defects in the police reſpecting the poor, had be- 


County, no rain the for ability than public ſpirit, ſenſi- 


| ſtowed much attefition upon that ſubject, and were zealouſly 


diſpoſed to attzmpt a reformation, Farther informed that at 


a meeting of the Gentlemen of the County to be held about 


hardſhips the country labours under from the multitudes 


the beginning of Summer the ſtate of the poor thro the Coun- | 
ty was to be taken into conſideration, the Synod regarded this 
as a favourable opportunity for them to {ſtate to the meeting, 
what particularly falls under the obſervation of the Clergy, the 


* 


vagrants, and the want of a ſuitable proviſion for the 
indigent within their ſeveral pariſhes, and to repreſen: 


6 : 


| Gentlemen the earneſt 1 entertained by them a 


by the public that they may be pleaſed to deviſe ſome * 
and eflectual meaſures for their relief. 
For this purpoſe they appointed a Committee of their num- 


ber to attend that meeting at whatever time it ſhould be 


held, and in obedience - to that appointment, Mr. Scott at 
Perth, Mr. Meik at Kinnoul, and Mr, Kemp at Te 


have whited upon this meeting. 5 


Their intention is not to propoſe any particular plann which | 


the Clergy wiſh to have adopted. They are ſenſible that every 


{cheme hitherto attempted has been attended with many dif- 


ſiculties ifi the execution, that to obviate or prevent ſuch dif- 
ficulties in the future will require very great attention as well 
as knowledge of the ſubjzet, To the wiſdom of the Gentle 


men to deviſe, and to their power and activity to carry into 


execution ſuch meaſures as may be effectual for that purpoſe, 


they leave this very intereſting object They only beg leave 
in name of the Clergy within the bounds of the County to aſ- 
ſure the Gentlemen that if any plan ſhall be deviſed for the 
relief of the Country in the reſpects above ſtated, their zealous 
endeavours, if neceſſary and required, hall not be wanting 


to carry it into execution. 


6th June 1775. 
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Abridgement of the Acts relating to poor. 


THAT none be permitted to beg of any age betwixt four- 
| teen and ſeventy, until after examination it be found 
that they cannot earn a living otherwiſe: That ſuch who are 
permitted to beg in the country, ſhall have a token given them 
| = the Sheriff, and within burgh by the Bailies; and that all 
others muſt apply themſelves to work under the pain of burn- 
 4ng on the cheek and baniſhment 1424, 25. 1424, 42. Black 
Acts 1457, 18. 1503, 70. That none be permitted, to beg ex- 
cept in the pariſh where they were born: That the headſmen 
of every pariſh give badges to the beggars who are to be ſup- 
ported by the Pariſh, and that alms be given to none but who 
have badges, 1535, 22. James I. Act about beggars ratified 
with this addition: That none be permitted to beg but in the 
pariſh where they were born: That the headſmen of every 
Pariſh give badges to the beggars thereof, and that none be 
ſerved with alms but thoſe who have badges: That the Juſtice 
Clerk make inquiſition and take ditty thereupon at every Juſtice 
ayre, ar d letters are ordained to be directed to charge all officers 
of the law to put this act in execution. Black Acts 1551, 25. 
That the number of the poor of every pariſhmay beknown, 
ordained, that all poor people, within forty days of the procla- 
mation of this preſent act, at the market croſs of Edinburgh, 
repair to the pariſh where they were born, or had their moſt 
common reſort or reſidence the laſt ſeven years by-paſt, and 
there ſettle themſelves under the certification of being puniſhed 
as vagabonds; and the ſaid ſpace of forty days being paſt, that 
the Magiſtrates within burghs, and the Judge conſtituted by 
the King's commiſſion in every landward parith, make a cata- 
logue of the names of the poor, containing the place of their 
birth, whether married or unmarried, what children they have, 
&c. and that houſes be provided for them, either ſeparatly 


or with others; and that the whole inhabitants of the pariſh, 
Bo | E | without 


without exception, be taxed and ſtainted according to their 
ſubſtance, for ſuch weekly charge and contribution as ſhall be 
thought ſufficient to ſuſtain the ſaid poor people: That colec- 
tors be yearly appointed for collecting and receiving the ſaid 
taxation, and for diſtributing the ſame by the orders of the 
ſaid Magiſtrates and judge: That the ſtent roll be renewed 
every year, becauſe of alterations that may happen by death 
or by the increaſe or diminution of the ſubſtance of the con- 
tributors: That the ſaid Magiſtrate and Judge give teſtimonials 
to ſuch poor people as they find not born in the pariſh, or 
who have not had reſidence there the laſt ſeven years, directing 
them to the next pariſh, and ſo from pariſh to pariſh until they 
arrive at the pariſh where they were born, or where they had 
there moſt common reſort or refſidence durin g the preceeding 
ſeven years, there to be ſupported as above ordained, allowance 
being given to thoſe poor people to aſk alms in their paſſage, 
providing they paſs directly on without lodging two nights in 
one place, other wiſe to be puniſhed by ſcourging, impriſoment | 
burning through the ear, and for the ſecond fault, to be pun- 
iſhed as thieves. If people choſen collectors refuſe the ofiice, 
or be found negligent in the exerciſe thereof etpecially, by re- 
fuſing to account every half- year to the Magiftrates within 
burgh, and to the Judge in landward, they ſhall incur the 
penalty of 20 l. to the uſe of the poor of the pariſh, and 
impriſonment during the King's will. Such of the poor as are 
not altogether diſabled ſhall be put to work by the overfeers of 
the poor, to be named along with the collectors by the ſaid 
Magiſtrates and Judge, and if they refuſe to work, they ſhall 
be ſcourged and put into the ſtocks, and for the ſecond fault 
be puniſhed as vagabonds, In pariſhes where money cannot be 
ally had, it ſhall be lawful to the faid Magiftrates and judge, 
with advice of ſomeof the moſt creditable pariſhioners, to licence 
ſo many of the poor as they think proper to beg alms within 
the p:rtth. Recommend to Sheriffs, Stewarts, and Faillies of 
regalities, to ſee this act put in execution. and if any doubt hap- 
pen to ariſe, the interpretation thereof remitted to the King 


and Council. 1579, 74. 
Pawer given to the miniſter, elders, and deacons, within 


every 
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every pariſh, to nominate one ore more perſons for exe 
cuting the above act, who are appointed Juſtices/anc 
Commiſſioners to that effect. 1592, 149. 

In place of Judges in landward pariſhes named by the 
King, execution of the above act intruſted to the kirk- 
ſeſſion in every pariſh. 1597, 272. 

And to the effect his Majeſty may be the better aſſured 
of the care and diligence of the kirk-ſeſfion in the exe- 
cution of the ſaid act of Parliament, the haill preſbyte- 
ries within the realm, appointed to take trial of the reſ. 
pective kirk ſeſſions, and to report the ſame to his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and the penalty of 20 1. to be exacted 
from every kirk- ſeſſion ſo oft as they are found negli- 
gent. 1600, 19. | | N 

That the Juſtices ſhall twice in the year, firſt December 
and firft June, take up a lift of the poor in every pariſh, 
and in every pariſh ſhall appoint two or more overſeers 

of the poor, who are to inliſt and inroll all perſons truly 
indigent, to provide them convenient houſes; and upon 
conſidering what the neceſſary maintenance will extend 
to weekly, to call for the collections of the pariſh, or o- 
ther ſums appointed for the maintenance of the poor, to 
be diſtributed by them among the inrolled poor, as their 
neceſſity ſhall require; Ihat the Juſtices, once every ſix 
months, call before them the overſeers, and take a ſtrict 
account From them how they have diſcharged their truſt 
and in caſe of refuſal of the overſeers to accept, or of ne- 
gligence in office after acceptance, to fine each in 20 1... 
Scots, for the uſe of the poor. 1661, 38. 3 
Conſider ing that the chief cauſe why the acts about the 
poor have proved ineffectual, and that vagrants and idle 
perſons do yet ſo much abound, hath been, that there 
were tew or. no common works then erected, and that 
now common works for manufacturers of divers ſorts 
are ſetting up in this kingdom; Therefore declared law- 
ful for all perſons or ſocieties, who have, or ſhall fet up 
anv manufacture. to ſeize and apprehend anyvagabonds 


who ſhall be found begging, or who, being Ogg" 
| | | L- | and 
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and out of ſervice, have not wherewith to maintain them - 
| ſelves by their own means and work, and to employ them 
for their ſervice as they ſhall ſee fit; the ſame being done 
with the advice of the reſpective magiſtrates of the place 
where they ſhall be ſeized; and ordains the pariſhes, 
where ſuch vagabonds and idle perſons as ſhall be found 
begging were born, or in caſe the place of their natwity 
be not known, the pariſhes where they have any reſidence, 
haunt, or moſt reſort for the ſpace of three years, imme- 
diately preceeding their being ſo apprehended, who are 
thereby relieved of the burden of them, to make payment 
to the perſons or ſocieties who ſhall happen to employ 
them of 2 s. Scots per. diem for the firſt year after they are 
apprehended, and of 1 s. Scots for the next three years, 
the one-halt whereof to be paid by the heritors of the ſe- 
veral pariſhes reſpectively, and the other half to be paid 
by the poſſeſſors and inhabitants dwelling upon the ground 
of each heritor reſpectively. Further, the heritors of each 
pariſh, or as many of them as happen to meet upon pu- 
blic intimation made at the pariſh-kirk upon any Sabbath, 
at the diſſolving of the congregation from the firſt ſermon 
by any of the heritors of the pariſh, or by the employers 
of the poor, are ordained to make up a ſtent- roll for main- 
tenance of the poor in their pariſh, who ſhall be employed 
as ſaid is at the rate aforeſaid, the one half thereof to be 
paid by the heritors, either according to the old extent of 
their lands within the pariſh, or according to the valua- 
tion by which they laſt paid aſſeſſment, or otherwiſe, as 
the major pait of the heritors ſo meeting ſhall agree, lite- 
renters and wadſetters, during their rights, being liable 
as heritors ; and the other halt to be laid upon the tenants 
and poſſeffors, according to their means and ſubſtance; 
and in caſe the ſaid heritors being required by any per- 
ſon or ſociety employing the poor as ſaid is, ſhall fail to 
make up and deliver a ſtent roll in manner foreſaid, the 
laid perſon or ſociety are impowered to charge the heri- 
tors of each parith for 2 s. Scots per diem for each one of 


their poor, whereof they ſhall be relieved in manner fore · 
ſa:d; 
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faid ; which ſtent-roll ſhall continue for one year after the 
making up thereof, either by the hecitors or by the per- 
ſon or ſociety employing the poor, and ſhall be renewed 
from year to year during the years above wriiten. Pro- 
vided that the heritors, in caſe they ſhall fail to make up 
a ſtent roll and be charged for the whole, ſhall have re- 
lief off the tenants and poſſeſſors of their lands, for the 
one half of what they ſhall be diſtreſſed for; and letters 
of horning are ordained to be directed at the inſtance of 
the perſons or ſocieties, employers of the poor, againſt 
the heritors, for payment of the. ſaid daily allowance of 
the poor, and againſt the receipters of the poor, after they 
are ſo employed, for 10 s. Scots per diem, upon fifteen 
days warning, in caſe, after examination, the Lords of 
the Privy Council ſhall find cauſe for directing ſuch let- 
ters. All inferior magiſtrates ordained to be aſſiſting in 
apprehending the ſaid vagabonds, and in bringing them 
back to their ſervice after they ſhall be employed, and the 
poor ſo employed ſhall continue in the ſervice of their em- 
ployers, and under their direction and correction, not 
only during the ſpace of the maintenance to be paid for 
them by the pariſhes, but alſo for the ſpace of ſeven years 
thereafter, for meat and cloaihs only. 1663, 16. : 
Correction houſes appointed to be provided by the ma- 
giſtrates of the ſeveral burghs named in the act, betwixt 
and Whitſunday 1673, under the penalty of 500 merks 
quarterly, until the correction houſes be provided; the 
penalties to be applied for building correction houſes, cr 
for purchaſing houſes for that uſe. Lifts of the poor to 
be made in every pariſh by the miniſter and elders, after 
due intimation given to the heritors, condeſcending par- 
ticularly where the poor were born, and in what pariſh- 
es they have haunted during the laſt three years, The 
poor who through age or infirmity are not able to work, 
to be ſupplied by the contributions at the pariſh Kirk, 
and the ſame falling ſhort, to be allowed badges to aſk 
alms within the pariſh. The poor who are able to work, 
to be firſt offered to any perſon within the pariſh, who 
will accept of them as apprentices and ſervants, and there- 
X 3: : by 
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by relieve the pariſh of them; upon which account he 
{hall have the benefit of their work, until they attain the 
age of 30 years; and failing of being ſo provided within 
the parith, they ſhall be ſent to the correction houſe ; and 
for the better enabling the burghs to bear the charges and 
expences of the ſaid correction houſes, the contributions 
and allowances for maintaining the poor, appointed by 
act 16. parliament 1663, are to be applied for the uſe of 
ſaid correction houſes; and if any heritor ſhall find within 
his bounds, any other vagabonds, beggars, cr idle per- 
ſons, not being in ſervice, nor having any viſible way of 
hving, who were not born nor did haunt formerly within 
the pariſh, he is impowered to ſeize tuch perſons, to ſend 
them to the conection houſe. and to charge the .magit- 
trates cr maſter of the correction houſe to receive them, 
withcut any allowance ; with power. notwithſtanding, to 
the ſaid magiſtrates or maſter to charge the heritors of the 
pariſh where thele perſons were born, or did moſtly baunt 
the laſt three years, for the allowance of ſuch of them as. 
arc not bred to work, and for ſuch as can work, the maſter 
ſhall have the benefit of their work, for their meat, 1672, 
: 5 In py ” FT 

The heritors, miniſters, and elders of every pariſh, re- 
quired to make a liſt of all the poor within the parith, to 
liquidate a yearly ſum for maintenance, the one half to 
be paid by the heritors, the other halt by the other houſe- 
holders ; to appoint two overſeers yearly to collect the ſaid. 
maintenance weekly, monthly, or quarterly, as ſhall be 
found convenient, and to diſtribute the ſame among tne 
poor, according to their ſeveral needs; likewiſe to appoint 
an cfhcer to ſerve under the overſeers, for in-bringing 
the maintenance, and for {expelling ſtranger vagabonds 
out of the pariſh, whoſe fee is to be ſtented on the pariſh, as 
the maintenance for the poor is ſtented: and ſuch poor as 
are not provided with houſes are to be provided at the expence 
of the pariſh, and the heritors are to put to work any of the 
poor that can werk either within the pariſh, or in an adjacent 
manufactory, the pariſh that fails in providing for their pcor, 


to 
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to pay the ſum of 200 l. Scots monthly toties quoties, as they 
ſhall fail in their duty, a third part to the purſuer, and the re- 
mainder to be applied to the maintenance of the poor within 
the pariſh; the intereſt of mortified money to be applied to the 
uſe foreſaid, by the advice of the heritors and elders, All the 
miniſters required to give the ſheriff timeous information of a- 
ny pariſh,which ſhall fail in performance of this Chriſtian duty 

in whole, or in part; the guilty to be fined in double the quota 
of what the miniſter ſhall atteſt to be wanting, upon which 
poinding ſhall immeditatly proceed And laſtly, the. heritors 
miniſter, and elders of every pariſh, are to meet the firſt Tueſ- 
day of February, and firſt Tueſday of Auguſt yearly, to con- 
| ſult and determine in the above matters, for every enſuing half 
year, and to appoint overſeers by the year or half year, as they 
{hall think fit. A of Privy Council, 11th Auguſt 1692, 
All the miniſters and heritors requ'red to give to the ſheriff 
intimation of any pariſh or perſon who fails in maintaining 
the poor; the guilty to be fined in double, and the ſine to be 
| levied by poinding, and the half of the collections at the church 
door are to be paid to the heritors or to any by them appointed 
to be applied towards the ſaid maintenance, Act of Privy Coun- 
cil, 29th Auguſt 1692. | | 
| © The ſheriff, juſtices of the peace, and magiſtrates of royal 
burghs, are to take trial how. far the acts of parliament and 
acts of council have been obeyed and put to execution, and 
to ſine and amerciate the delinquents, in terms of the ſaid acts, 
Act of Privy Council, 31ſt July 1694. | 
To the end that all the poor may be returned to their pa- 
riſhes and the nation freed of of vagabonds, all beggars required 
to repair to their ſeveral pariſhes, there to be liſted among the 
poor of the pariſh, and lodged and entertained accordingly, 
with certifications to thoſe who ſhall be found begging wuh- 
out the bounds of their pariſh, after the ſecond Tueſday of 
September 1692, that they ſhall be ſeized as vagabonds, im- 
priſoned and fed on bread and water for a month, and then 
ſent home to their pariſhes in the manner ſpecified in the act; 
whoever ſhall give alms to any beggar not of the pariſh, and 
- ſhall not ſeize the beggar to be ſent back to his own mw 
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ſhall by the overſeers be fined; in 20s. to be apphed to this uſe 
of the poor. Act of CounciÞ4 ith Auguſt 1692. FE 

The pariſhes to which beggars are as above directed to re- 
pair, declared to be the pariſhes where they were born, and 
that not being certain, the pariſhes where they laſt refided | 

or the ſpace of ſeven years together. Act of Councy, 29th 
Auguſt 1693. 

The act 18. parliquent 1672, revived ſo far as concerns 
providing correction houſes within the burghs therein men- 
tioned, for receiving and entertaining of beggars, vagabonds, 
and idle perſons, the Magiſtrates of the ſaid burghs are to appoint 
maſte's and overſeers of the correction houſes, by the advice 
of the preſbyteries, who are to ſet theſe poor perſons to work; 
but in place of the commiſſioners of exciſe mentioned in the 
ſaid act, the Sheriff is appointed to put the ſaid act in execution. 
The Magiſtrates of the burghs where ſuch correction houſes 
are to be eſtibliſhed, are ordained to maintain all the poor 
{ent to them, till correction houſes are provided, and that by 
and attour the penalties in the above ſtatute. Act of Privy 
Council, 3d March 1698. 

All acts of parliament, and acts and proclamations of coun- 
cil, for maintaining the poor, and repreſſing of beggars, ratified 
and revived. 1695, 43. 4 

All acts of parliament and proclamations of council for re- 
preſſing beggars, and for maintaining and employing the poor, 
ratified particularly a proclamation of the Privy Council, 3d 
March 1698, and the other proclamations therein mentioned; | 

and it is declared that the correction houſe appointed by act 
1672 to be built at t Dunſe, 18 to be built at Greenlaw. 1698, 
21. | 


